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11. Summary of the new findings of the thesis

By comparing the birth and development of constitutions in East Asian countries, with the focus on four (4) cases of China, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan, in the process of democratization, the author proves that cultural, economic, and social factors, local and imported ideologies, international context had played important role in the political and social democratization processes in East Asian countries. To its turn, these processes have decisive roles in the birth and development of constitutions. Processes of democratic development are different in countries, however, reforming to have more democratic constitutions has always been one of advocating goals of progressive forces. The achievements of advocating and democratic reform are reflected in national constitutions. In the opposite direction, constitutions play their roles in consolidating institutions, democratic principles, power check and balance mechanisms, as well as, promoting the respect for human rights and freedom. However, these influences are different in countries, because of constitutional type, political culture, and economic and social conditions. Yet, the general principle is that constitution need democracy as prerequisite, and democracy need constitution as foundation.

12. Practical applicability, if any:

In the Conclusion, the author presents some general views answering raised questions and some implications for Vietnam. The implications relate to the parallel relationship between democracy and ideological, cultural conditions, and economic, social structures; the need for long-term road map for constitutional reform with wide public participation; the important role of designing independent judicial review, and mechanisms for power check and balance in the constitution …

13. Further research directions, if any:

Developing Vietnam constitution for better protection of human rights, consolidating democratic institutions, power check and balance mechanisms in line with international principles of democracy and the rule of law.
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